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Millennials and Baby Boomers:  
Two Forces Shaping the Puget Sound Home Market  

at Seattle Home Show 2 
 

Millennials and baby boomers – what do they have in common in terms of housing? 
 
At first look, it may appear to be very little.  Age as well as dramatically different 
preferences in housing may seem to set them apart.   Despite their differences, both are 
major forces shaping the Puget Sound housing market today.  And exhibitors are ready at 
Seattle Home Show 2, the fall version of the oldest and largest home show in the nation. 
 
Nationally, millennials have become the largest homebuyer segment in the country.  Even 
in the Puget Sound, with high housing prices and historically low rates of home 
ownership among all age groups (including millennials), millennials are a buying force to 
be reckoned with.  Many millennials are getting into their first homes here and are 
undertaking smaller remodeling projects that can make a big impact such as replacing 
their countertops or refacing cabinets.  
 
Approaching or already in retirement, baby boomers are also a force in the Puget Sound 
housing markets, with two distinct trends.  On one side are the baby boomers who are 
downsizing, to be closer to downtown areas.  The second trend is either remodeling their 
current homes or buying newer, larger homes for multi-generational living.   
 
Here are just some of the trends among millennials and baby boomers that can be seen at 
this year’s Seattle Home Show 2: 
 
Millennials 

• Smaller remodeling products that can make a big impact, such as replacing 
countertops or refacing cabinets 

• Technology in the home, including dedicated areas or rooms in the home for 
technology 

• Energy efficiency 
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• Replacing rather than repairing 
• Non-fussy lines in design, such as mid-century modern 

 
Baby Boomers: 

• Remodeling their current homes in preparation for resale in the next few years as 
they get ready to downsize when children move off to college 

• Downsizing, particularly to condos closer to downtown areas 
• Upsizing for multi-generational living 
• Addition of accessory dwelling units (ADU), often for aging parents 
• Remodeling to accommodate relatives or for potential rental income 

 
About Seattle Home Show 2 
Seattle Home Show 2 runs October 23 through 25 at CenturyLink Field Event Center.  
Show hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.  Admission is $12 for adults; $8 for Seniors 
(60+); $3 for Juniors (7-15), and free for under age 7.  E-tickets, presented by BECU and 
Aqua Quip, are available for purchase online at www.seattlehomeshow.com and include 
$1 show parking.  With “Too much to see – come back for free™,” show visitors can 
register to return a second day for free, ID required.  VISA and MasterCard are accepted.  
 
Parking is available at CenturyLink Field Event Center Parking Garage, CenturyLink 
Field North Lot and Safeco Field Garage.  Vehicles with four or more occupants can take 
advantage of “Four or More Park Free™” in designated parking areas, courtesy of RSVP. 
Park for $1.00 with E-ticket purchase.   
 
Seattle Home Show 2 is sponsored by the Master Builders Association of King and 
Snohomish Counties and The Seattle Times. Toyota - official show vehicle and Dish - 
official satellite provider.  
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