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Presented by Kitchen Plus

What’s Trending Now @seattlehomeshow
What’s hot and what’s not for the home in 2014 and beyond?  At Seattle Home Show 2, 
Northwesterners can find out first hand when the fall version of the nation’s oldest and 
largest home show opens its doors October 3 at CenturyLink Field Event Center for its 
annual three day run.

With more than 10,000 people expected to turn 65 daily for the next 17 years, aging in 
place continues to be a top trend here in the Northwest.  Multigenerational living and 
remodeling for aging parents are just some of the trends reflecting this, say Seattle Home 
Show 2 exhibitors such as Howard Chermak of the award-winning remodeling firm 
Chermak Design.

In kitchens, “there’s more diversity in kitchen design, as more people from other 
countries and cultures move here,” said Dave Passeau of Kitchen Plus.  “To design 
effectively, you need to take the time to really listen to what their needs are, how they eat, 
and the importance of family in the kitchen.  This also often entails different appliances – 
some need more steam cooking, others need room for more open pots, others need more 
staging area than the typical Northwest kitchen in the past.”  

Here are just some of the top trends for the home Northwesterners can see at this year’s 
Seattle Home Show 2:

Aging in Place

• Designing for multigenerational living (especially for an aging parent), including 
creating separate living spaces for the generations

• Designing for chairlifts (rather than more expensive elevators) to allow the aging 
to continue to use the upstairs rooms of their homes

• Caregiving – either a place for caregiving, or caregiving in the home

Exterior design



• While modern design continues to be popular, the trend now is to match exterior 
improvements with existing exterior design rather than turning one type of design 
into another, such as a Northwest contemporary into a modern home

• If there is a big change in the exterior design of the home it tends towards modern 
- not necessarily flat roofs but either a shed roof or a roof that goes in one 
direction only

Kitchen

• Diversity in kitchen design to reflect new emigrants from other countries and 
cultures

• Steam cooking

• LED lighting inside refrigerators

• Stainless steel appliances

• Remodeling to open up the kitchen, such as knocking down a wall or creating a 
pass-through, in older, more modest homes (2500 square feet or less)

• Partial kitchen remodel (including re-facing existing cabinets) rather than full 
kitchen replacement

• Farmhouse sinks

• Granite and natural stone counters, including quartz

• Kitchen islands, with reclaimed and natural wood often being used for a counter 
when the kitchen is adjacent to the living or dining room.

Lighting

• LED lighting

• Recessed lighting, pendants in the kitchen

• Recessed lighting and sconces in the bedroom and bathroom, rather than ceiling- 
mounted light fixtures

Outdoor living

• Heated, covered outdoor living areas as people gravitate towards creating a resort 
style getaway in their own backyards

• Technology in just about everything we do outdoors, from Wi-Fi spas that let you 
turn them on and off from your smartphone to Wi-Fi barbeques that let you 
control them, save recipes and more from any Wi-Fi enabled device. 



Financing

• Home equity loans are on the rise again, as homeowners shift from refinancing

• Pre-qualification for home buyers before they start looking for houses, as most 
realtors are so busy that they won’t take you on unless you are pre-qualified for a 
mortgage

Bed and bath

• Master bedrooms (bedroom, walk-in closet and master bath) continue to be one of 
the most popular additions

• Soaking tubs continue to dominate over the jetted tub

• Antique furniture in the bath as well as hovering cabinets

About Seattle Home Show 2

Seattle Home Show 2 runs Friday, October 3 through Sunday, October 5 at CenturyLink 
Field Event Center.  Show hours are 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM daily.  Admission is $12.00 
adults, $8.00 seniors (60+), $3.00 juniors (age 7-15), under age 7 are free.  E-tickets are 
available for purchase online at www.SeattleHomeShow.com.  Purchasers of E-tickets 
also receive $1.00 parking for Seattle Home Show 2 at CenturyLink Field Event Center 
Parking Garage and Safeco Field Garage.  E-tickets are brought to you by BECU and 
Aqua Quip.  Special feature “Too much to see---come back for free™”  lets show 
visitors register to return a second day for free.  ID required.

Parking is available at CenturyLink Field Event Center Parking Garage, CenturyLink 
Field North Lot and Safeco Field Garage.  Vehicles with four or more occupants can take 
advantage of “Four or More Park Free™” in designated parking areas. Park for $1.00 
with E-ticket purchase.  Seattle Home Show 2 is sponsored by the Master Builders 
Association of King and Snohomish Counties and The Seattle Times.  Toyota - official 
show vehicle and Dish - official satellite provider.
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